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Spring is almost here! After a long, cold, snowy winter, the renewal that is Spring will 

be especially welcome. With the change of seasons, we see God’s good creation coming 

back to life. Our Church mirrors the cycle of the earth, with the penitential season of 

Lent giving way soon to the light and glory of Jesus’ Resurrection on Easter Sunday. It 

is time for us to celebrate and rejoice, breathing deep and taking in the beauty of all 

that our God has given to us! 
 

Our Holy Father Pope Leo XIV has declared 2026 to be a special year of remembrance 

for one of the Church’s most popular and well known Saints – Francis of Assisi. Even 

non-Catholics know that Francis is the patron saint of animals and nature. Eight-

hundred years ago, in 1226, St. Francis ended his earthly life and returned home to 

God. Pope Leo wants us to keep in mind the great influence Francis has had during 

the 800 years (that’s a long time!) on how the Catholic faithful see and treat our 

environment. Francis rooted his love of creation deeply in the teachings of Jesus.  Pope 

Francis (who intentionally took the Saint’s name) wrote a letter to the whole world 

back in 2015, saying: “Saint Francis invites us to see nature as a magnificent book in 

which God speaks to us and grants us a glimpse of his infinite beauty and goodness.” 

The Church honors Saint Francis on his Feast Day, October 4th. We also have a special 

day of prayer set aside for the Care of Creation – September 1st. 
 

For our March Domestic Church Project, we invite you to reflect on the life of Saint Francis 

(see the attachments) and how you and your family can contribute to building a safer, 

cleaner environment for all God’s creatures. Spend a few minutes watching this brief 

video about the letter Pope Francis wrote a decade ago, called Laudato Si: On Care for 

Our Common Home  (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KIVuISZGdug). The video 

gives some simple ideas that will help.  
 

You can also pray the attached prayers for Creation every day from March 20th (the 

first day of Spring) until April 22nd (Earth Day) – and keep on praying them for as 

long as you want. Maybe make them part of your morning wake-up routine! 
 

Let’s enjoy the coming season of renewal, and have a blessed Holy Week and Easter! 
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Psalm 19: 1-7 
 

The heavens declare the glory of God; 

the firmament proclaims the works of his hands.a 

Day unto day pours forth speech; 

night unto night whispers knowledge. 

There is no speech, no words; 

their voice is not heard; 

A report goes forth through all the earth, 

their messages, to the ends of the world. 

He has pitched in them a tent for the sun;  

it comes forth like a bridegroom from his canopy, 

and like a hero joyfully runs its course. 

From one end of the heavens it comes forth; 

its course runs through to the other; 

nothing escapes its heat. 

 

 

Canticle of Creation 
 

O Most High, all-powerful, good Lord God, 

to you belong praise, glory, 

honour and all blessing. 

Be praised, my Lord, for all your creation 

and especially for our Brother Sun, 

who brings us the day and the light; 

he is strong and shines magnificently. 

O Lord, we think of you when we look at him. 

Be praised, my Lord, for Sister Moon, 

and for the stars 

 

 

 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/19#23019002-a


 

 

which you have set shining and lovely 

in the heavens. 

Be praised, my Lord, 

for our Brothers Wind and Air 

and every kind of weather 

by which you, Lord, 

uphold life in all your creatures. 

Be praised, my Lord, for Sister Water, 

who is very useful to us, 

and humble and precious and pure. 

Be praised, my Lord, for Brother Fire, 

through whom you give us light in the darkness: 

he is bright and lively and strong. 

Be praised, my Lord, 

for Sister Earth, our Mother, 

who nourishes us and sustains us, 

bringing forth 

fruits and vegetables of many kinds 

and flowers of many colours. 

Be praised, my Lord, 

for those who forgive for love of you; 

and for those 

who bear sickness and weakness 

in peace and patience 

- you will grant them a crown. 

Be praised, my Lord, for our Sister Death, 

whom we must all face. 

I praise and bless you, Lord, 

and I give thanks to you, 

and I will serve you in all humility. 

 
 

 








